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Cover illustration: From a photograph of the HMS Narborough in 
the Orkney Library and Archive. 
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In Memoriam 



The memorial at Windwick Bay to the men who lost their lives on the two ships 

On Friday, 12 January 2018 the English composer Clive Strutt, who has 
his residence on the Orkney island of South Ronaldsay, set The Sailor’s 
Carol by the Cornish poet Charles Causley (1917-2003) for unaccompa¬ 
nied SATB choir. 

A century ago on Saturday, 12 January 1918 two Royal Navy destroy¬ 
ers — the HMS Narborough and HMS Opal — ran aground, hit rocks off the 
east coast of South Ronaldsay and became wrecked which resulted in 
188 men perishing, i.e. all of them except Able Seaman William Sissons 
from HMS Opal who was rescued two days after the disaster. 

The ships were on night perol and on the lookout for German ships and 
submarines laying mines. They had battled very heavy seas and a blizzard 
and were hoping to enter the shelter of Scapa Flow but due to a naviga¬ 
tional error and visibility near zero they ran onto Hesta Rock at the north 
of Windwick Bay. 

It is worthy of note that Charles Causley himself had enlisted in the 
Royal Navy and served as a coder during the Second World War. His war¬ 
time experiences are recorded in both his poetry and a book of short stor¬ 
ies entitled Hands to Dance and Skylark. 


Edward W. Watson, Kirkwall, Orkney 




Sailor’s Carol 


in memoriam 


for SATB choir unaccompanied 


Text: Charles Causley 


On j>&co aiaqto,* solenoe, 

« (xlld morcia 

J.-Ji 



Music: Clive Strutt 


^m 

r f r r 




LjiTj j --4 ^Tp b j | i 

r r f ..U; L“l, : krf r f f - 1 


r T-f 


P T;^r P 






~<rem-ber._ Fin-cjerj^roLj ci€Ar_ eije. 





r# 1 * 4 - yi r i 1 r ^ i H 


£ 


< «»•• i nj, I «."»c<aj>£r_ [i'2]Not ti« rufckei_ ba^-rbij. 

~- J *—.«t. i i -1 . /T 


■ J 


r=-=f-' 


fa)zctf All Hi4(Kt* tuirveA- 























































































































































rr r 



-z 

■ti l r ^ f 


o FPP 




cm*. 



r rr v r ft 

iz-ZLj jtor 


■«~f l ? JS \i*l , "*£ 


J Hi—^ 


f f r 1 r TTT 



gj r 'gj » g 



ndfctlie oLc-aj $tar_ 



Itf r j;«..t. 

B^cst-in^— on- the_ Jpane 

.irrrf 


_ ^rt^le^arcL sor 



ft j-* J> 2 fi J 3=g 

Ptcft urff 4 r r 


IS 


Wtate_tVie cjreea_ ll-lies jtoW ; _The-sai - - Ion 

i V J J -i 



■\ 


f 


FT 


> > 


f=r 









































































































































































3 


/f —i- = 


-+- 


"' J Hl 

r r 

4'All-iVvj 

In the 

J 

r 

5 ea/s 

i- 5 . 

r 

bW 5O0W._ 

B 

^ h 

pft- 

-J 

i i M 

=H 

■f f- 

f 

T 

_25- 

r 









































